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Dear Parents/Carers,  20th November 2020 

As we move into the third week of lockdown, which feels so much longer, I thought that I would try and lighten 
our moods by sharing some of the joy that has been and will be happening in school. 

Firstly, thank you to Mrs Hayward and those who helped; Mr Marden, Mrs Dimitrova and Ms Doheny making 
the cross country running a great sporting achievement. We were so lucky with the weather on both days and I 
hope your child/ren have told you all about their experiences in taking part in the event. Well done to all 
participants! 

As you know, we are desperate to have you all back in school and having daily direct contact with you. 
However, this is something that we can only all dream of at the moment. By now we would have had at least 
one open morning so to try and make this a little easier for you to contact us we are proposing a ‘Zoom Room’ 
meeting with myself and the class phase leaders. The meeting will last for no more than 45 minutes and 
anything that you wish to raise must be sent in prior to the meeting so that it can be added to the agenda. A new 
email has been set up so that the items to be considered can be sent into a dedicated inbox and the address will 
be sent out as soon as possible. When we’re up and running, please ensure you add your child’s class and your 
name to the email so that we know which agenda to add it to. The following times have been set aside for this as 
indicated below. A Zoom link for the relevant meeting will be sent to you nearer the time. 

The dates are as follows: 

2nd December 10.30am  Year One  
3rd December 1pm           Reception 
7th December 11.30am   Year Two  
9th December 2pm   Year Three 
11th December 2pm   Year Four 
17th December 2pm   Year Five 
7th January 2021  2pm      Year Six 

I hope that you will find this useful and interesting! 

Due to the huge success of our outdoor singing at Harvest time, we are preparing a little Christmas joy so look 
out for this in our next newsletter. If you do not normally give permission for your child to appear on our social 
media but would like your child to participate in this particular event, please email your class teacher stating 
that you give permission for this one off event. 

A polite reminder for those children in Year Six who will be involved in the Glenthorne test, this is a normal 
school day and school uniform must be worn.  
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I have been asked about Christmas cards this year. We are able to allow children to write a card if they wish to 
send to friends in their year group bubble only. The cards can be sent in to class between Tuesday 1st to 
Friday 11th December, after which date we will no longer be able to accept any more cards due to a 
quarantine period before we can send them out on Wednesday 16th December.  Due to GDPR, we are not 
able to supply class lists of children’s names. If a name can’t be remembered, then they probably don’t need to 
be sent a card. I have also been asked about accepting staff gifts. This really is not an expectation and we 
would much rather you give to charity, but if people really feel they need to do so then we ask that it is done 
so e.g. online as we are not able to take items on the gate.   Thank you in anticipation. 

Two items to remind you about which are shortly coming up are the hamper donations on Monday 30th 
November (children allowed to wear their own clothes) and on the same day all homework decorations 
need to be completed and sent in to school. The decorations can be sent in anytime prior to the 30th.  

A huge thank you to everyone who donated a shoebox for the Samaritan’s Purse. We are no longer able to 
accept donations as we have already taken them to the drop off zone in Wimbledon. We took over 30 boxes! 

Another great piece of news I have been asked to share with you is the following: 

So far Mr Higgins is up to 29.8 miles and has raised £850. Well done, what a tremdous achievement. 

I would also like to thank all the staff who have made shoeboxes to take to Sutton Night Watch to give out at 
Christmas to some of their clients. The children have been asked to write a message to give to the homeless that 
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visit the centre because they found this so enjoyable last year. There have been many wonderful letters, but one 
in particular sums up our school values: 

Dear Friend, 

I am writing because there is hope. It may seem like the world has hit rock bottom and if it has then we can only go 
up from here. There is hope for you and me. There will always be hope like when you go through a tunnel, you 
know that it will be dark but it seems to go on forever and ever. Eventually, there is light at the end of that tunnel 
and the world is just in a tunnel, searching for a light.  

I would also like to add my congratulations to you all for sending your child in consistently. Our attendance 

is currently 97% which is above National and Sutton levels! 

Finally, thank you all for your patience regarding the drop off and pick up times. We had a senior leader’s 
meeting yesterday and have decided that we are going to trial reducing the wait times for each class to go into 
and out of school as we are aware that it is getting colder and wetter. As children are now familiar with their 
classes and the playground, they will come straight in rather than lining up. We appriecate that it may be 
difficult and frustrating at first but we will continue to monitor this and welcome feedback. Please remember 
that we are all human and if emailing in a polite message is far more welcome than a rant. We are all doing our 
best. Here are the following arrangements: 

Class  Arrive time Finish time Gate 
Cedar 8:35am 3pm  A 
Beech 8:35am 3pm  A 
Holly 8:40am 3:05pm  B 
Oak    8:40am 3:05pm  C 
Willow 8:40am 3:05pm  A 
Hawthorn  8:40am 3:05pm  D 
Chestnut 8:45am 3:10pm  C 
Poplar 8:45am 3:10pm  B 
Maple 8:45am 3:10pm  D 
Rowan 8:45am 3:10pm  A 
Elm    8:50am 3pm  B 
Ash    8:50am 3pm   C 
Larch 8:50am 3:15pm  D 
Hazel 8:50am 3:15pm  A 
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 Most classes have a slightly different start and finish time.

 Cedar, Poplar and Larch now use a different gate.

 Gates will remain open from the first opening time. Class teachers will stay at their gate until

the next class teacher arrives. The gate will not be left unmanned.

 Please can children go straight into their class where the TA will be waiting outside.

 The temperatures of the children will be taken as they wash their hands and then pass it on to

the next class.  No class teaching time has been reduced.

Your co-operation is very much appreciated at this difficult time of social distancing! Have a relaxing 

weekend and weather permitting, enjoy some fresh air. 

With best wishes, 

Mrs Stanley-Bristowe 

The Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you. 2 thess. 3.3 
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